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the applicant 
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10 August 2000(10.08.00) 



1. The following indications appeared on record concerning: 
| | the applicant j | the inventor X the agent | [ the common representative 


Name and Address 

LIDBETTER, Timothy, Guy, Edwin 
BT Group Legal Services 
Intellectual Property Dept. 
8th Floor 

Holborn Centre, 120 Holborn 
London EC1N2TE 
United Kingdom 


State of Nationality 


State of Residence 


Telephone No. 


Facsimile No. 


Teleprinter No. j 


2. The International Bureau hereby notifies the applicant that the following change has been recorded concerning: 

X the person | "| the name | | the address [~ [ the nationality | | the residence 


Name and Address 

HUANG, Stuart, T. F. 
Steptoe & Johnson LLP 
1330 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036-1795 
United States of America 


State of Nationality' 


State of Residence 


Telephone No. 


Facsimile No. 


Teleprinter No. 


3. Further observations, if necessary: 
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Applicant's or agent's file reference 
RSJ07045WO 


See Notification of Transmittal of International 
FOR FURTHER ACTION Preliminary Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/416) 


International application No. 
PCT/GB00/03080 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
10/08/2000 


Priority date (day/month/year) 
14/09/1999 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
H04B7/185 


Applicant 

STRATOS GLOBAL LIMITED et al. 



1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 9 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
I S Basis of the report 



Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard t 
citations and explanations suporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 



II 


□ 


III 




IV 




V 




VI 


□ 


VII 




VIII 





Date of submission of the demand 



05/04/2001 



Date of completion of this report 



1 1 .01 .2002 



Name and mailing address of the international 
preliminary examining authority: 

European Patent Office 

D-80298 Munich 
Tel. +49 89 2399 - 0 Tx: 523656 epmu d 

Fax: +49 89 2399 - 4465 



Authorized officer 
Koch, B 

Telephone No. +49 89 2399 7303 



Form PCT/I PEA/409 (cover sheet) (January 1994) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/G BOO/03080 



I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70.17)): 
Description, pages: 

1-24 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1-30 as originally filed 

Drawings, sheets: 

1/1 0-1 0/1 0 as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 
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□ the drawings, sheets: 



5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made since thew h a » a h fla „ 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): V haVS b6en 

ieZny 1306 ^ ^ COnta ' nin9 SUCh arnend ™»<* ^st be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



III. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

1 . The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non- 
obv.ous), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire international application. 

H claims Nos. 5-15, 20-30. 
because: 

□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which does 
not requ.re an .ntemational preliminary examination (specify): S 

D I!,!!? 0 "' f? imS ° r draWin9S Undicate particular e,ements ^loW) or said claims Nos. are so unclear 
that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): unclear 



D couldbe formeT C ' aimS ^ "* S ° inade < uatel V SU PP°^ * Ascription that no meaningful 

□ no international search report has been established for the said claims Nos. . 

2 ' lXr nin ? fUl inte r national Preliminary examination cannot be carried out due to the failure of the nucleotide 

sequence ,istin9 to comp,y with the standard provided ,or in ^^i%5S^ 

□ the written form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 

□ the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 

IV. Lack of unity of invention 

1 . In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 

□ restricted the claims. 



opinion 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Boxes l-VIII, Sheet 2) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



□ paid additional fees. 

□ paid additional fees under protest. 

B neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 



2 ' ° la, noS f ? U S? that I" 6 requirement of ™* of invention is not complied 
68.1 , not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 



I and chose, according to Rule 



3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention 
□ complied with. 

B not complied with for the following reasons: 
see separate sheet 



in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 is 



international preliminary 



□ all parts. 

El the parts relating to claims Nos. 1-4, 16-19. 



V " SnT^ ^ * -velty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 



citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 
Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: 


Claims 


1-4, 16-19 


No: 


Claims 




Yes: 


Claims 


1-4, 16-19 


No: 


Claims 




Yes: 


Claims 


1-4, 16-19 


No: 


Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



VII. Certain defects in the international application 

££££22? ^ f ° rm ° rCOntemS ° f intemati0nal *«• been noted: 



VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims deserintinn h 

claims are fully supported by the description, are made aW ' n9S ° r ° n the queStion whetner ^ 
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Re Item III 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and 
industrial applicability and 
Re Item IV 

Lack of unity of invention 

1. Reference is made to the following document: 
D1: EP-A-0920147 

2. The application comprises three separate groups of inventions, which are as 
follows: 

I) Claims 1-4 and 16-19: 

An apparatus/method for initiating call diversion instructions. 

ii) Claims 5-1 1 and 20-24: 

A network interface unit and method for interconnecting two 
telecommunications systems. 

iii) Claims 1 2-1 5 and 25-30: 

A first telecommunications system, arranged for interconnection with a 
second telecommunications system and corresponding method. 

3. These groups of inventions have the following features in common: 

a) Interconnection between a first telecommunications system and a second 
telecommunications system. 

b) Calls initially directed to a telephone apparatus usable with the second 
telecommunications system are diverted to a selected terminal point in the 
first telecommunications system. 

4. The features a) and b) are not novel, see e.g. document D1 . 
This document discloses 

a) Interconnection between a first telecommunications system (cf. 2-7 in fig. 1), 
and a second telecommunications system (cf. "PSTN" 10 and 15 in fig. 1). 

b) calls initially directed to a telephone apparatus usable with the second 
telecommunications system (cf. 12, 13 in fig. 1 and col. 2, lines 53-55) are 
diverted (cf. col. 3, lines 14-15) to a selected terminal point (cf. 5 and 6 in fig. 
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1) in the first telecommunications system. 

Thus the abovementioned groups of inventions I) and ii) have no common "special 
technical features" within the meaning of Rule 1 3.2 PCT, and therefore these 
groups of inventions are not linked as to form a "single general inventive concept" 
as required by Rule 13.1 PCT. 

5- Invention (I) has been considered to be the main invention mentioned on the 
cover sheet . 

6. Since the applicant did neither pay additional fees nor restrict the claims, only the 
main invention (claims 1-4 and 16-19) as defined above was subject of the 
examination as set forth in the following items V, VII and VIII, in accordance with 
Article 34(3)(c) PCT. 

Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Technical Field 

The invention relates to a method (claim 16 ) and an apparatus (claim 1) for 
mobile telephony on board of vehicles. 

2. Prior Art: 

D1 (EP-A-0920147) is the closest prior art and discloses: 

Means for interconnection between a first telecommunications system (cf. 2-7 in 
fig. 1), and a second telecommunications system (cf. "PSTN" 10 and 15 in fig. 1), 
wherein calls initially directed to a telephone apparatus usable with the second 
telecommunications system (cf. 12, 13 in fig. 1 and col. 2, lines 53-55) are 
diverted (cf. col. 3, lines 14-15) to a selected terminal point (cf. 5 and 6 in fig. 1) in 
the first telecommunications system, and an interface means (cf. 20 in fig. 1) 
between the first telecommunications system and the second telecommunications 
system. 
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3. Problem: 

The Invention solves the problem of diverting a incoming call from a second 
telecommunications system to a mobile handset working in a first 
telecommunications system, wherein the current operation status of the handset is 
unknown in the second telecommunications system. 

4. Solution: 

The invention solves this problem by the following feature, which is not known 
fromDI: 

Means to indicate to the switching system of the second telecommunications 
system that the telephone apparatus is in a specified operating condition, 
irrespective of the true operating condition of the telephone apparatus. 

There is no hint in D1 , that would lead the skilled person in an obvious way 
to neglect the operating condition of the telephone apparatus and to send a 
"virtual" operating condition to the second telecommunications system. Claim 1 is 
therefore novel and inventive (Articles 33(2) and 33(3) PCT). 

Re Item VII 

Certain defects in the international application 

1. The independent claims are not in the two-part form in accordance with Rule 
6.3(b) PCT, which in the present case would be appropriate, with those features 
known in combination from the prior art (document D1) being placed in the 
preamble (Rule 6.3(b)(1) PCT) and with the remaining features being included in 
the characterising part (Rule 6.3(b)(ii) PCT). 

2. The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in 
parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 

3. Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in the document D1 is not mentioned in the description, nor is this 
document identified therein. 
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Re Item VIII 

Certain observations on the international application 

1. The present wording (e.g."...for enabling" or "...for identifying") of claim 1 seems 
to define the operation of the system by a method of using the system rather than 
clearly defining the apparatus in terms of its structural features. Hence these 
features can merely be read as "... suitable for enabling/identifying" etc., according 
to the Guidelines, C-lll, 4.8. The intended limitations are therefore not clear from 
these claim, contrary to the requirements of Article 6 PCT. It seems that this could 
have been overcome by redrafting these claims using the formulation "...arranged 
to/for...". 

2. It is not clear to which "switching system" is referred to in lines 11,13 and 1 6 of 
claim 1. Should the "switching system of a second telecommunications system" 
be meant, a clear reference to the latter is lacking, thereby rendering claim 1 
unclear (Article 6 PCT). 

The same objection concerns claim 16, respectively. 
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